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Biddulph & District Genealogy & Historical Society
Newsletter
Meetings commence at 7pm in
Biddulph Library. Admission is free
for society members and £2 for
non-members.

Spring 2015 Programme
Monday 19th January 2015
John Anderson: Quakers in the
Staffordshire Moorlands TBC
Monday 16th February 2015
Geoffrey Browne:
Standing Stones in the
Staffordshire Moorlands
Monday 16th March 2015
AGM followed by a genealogy
evening
You may also be interested in the
following Congleton History
Society
meetings
held
at
Congleton Library Meeting Room
at 7.30p.m.
Wednesday 14th January 2015:
St. Peter’s Church by Richard
Drew
Wednesday
11th
February:
Biddulph Old Hall by Nigel Daly
The ‘Great War’ display held in
the library during September
raised £18 for ‘Help for Heroes’.
The November edition of the ‘Who
Do You Think You Are’ magazine
has a feature on Staffordshire
records that will be of interest to
family historians. Various websites
of interest include:
www.staffsnamindexes.org.uk
www.archives.staffordshire.gov.uk
www.staffordshiregreatwar.com

The delightful pen & ink drawing above is of the ‘machine house’
that once stood on Congleton Road - immediately north of Smithy
Lane. Originally it belonged to John Bradbury & Silas Leigh of
Bradley Green Colliery. The drawing is by Job Barlow – drawn from
memory in 1973. Job gave the drawing to Derek Wheelhouse.
Kath Walton has discovered
a number of book- plates in
her family’s archives.
The one shown to the left
was presented to Lizzie
Doorbar
for
regular
attendance at Sunday School
in 1903.
Coming soon….Bill Ridgway’s
new production…..

‘Till the Boys Come Home’
Based on accounts from
various local sources it tells
the story of recruitment in
Biddulph during the early
days of WW1.
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Both photographs have been submitted
by Bruce Wright. They were found in a
bag at the back of the wardrobe of his
late uncle, Norman Lancaster. Norman
had married Irene Bailey and both
were from Biddulph. Any help in
identifying either the location and
event of the top photograph or the
people shown in either photograph
would be very welcome.
Do you have something of interest that
you would like to add to the next
newsletter? Please submit any
suggestions to Elaine Heathcote or
email to e_heathcote@yahoo.com
Recent additions to the archives
from John Sherratt include:
John’s notes, drawings and
photographs made during the
Bailey’s Bank excavation in 1967.
Church Lawton Manor Court Rolls
by Guy Lawton
A copy of a plan of lands to be
exchanged between Stanier and
Bateman in 1860
If you wish to view any of the items
please arrange with Elaine H.

New Project….New Project….New Project..

Biddulph In Photographs
Volume III
Are you interested in helping out?
Do you have old photographs of Biddulph?
Please speak to Madelaine or Derek .
New Project…..New Project…..New Project..
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The Recruit

They sang his praises,
He answered the call,
To defend his country, King and all,
So with flags and banners waving,
The King’s shilling in his hand
And drums and bugles sounding,
He marched behind the band.
The call to arms was answered
And he felt an inward glow
As off he went to learn the skills;
Unarmed combat, rifle drills,
Pack on back and through the mire,
Soaking wet in his attire,
To get ready for the show.
Order arms, Slope arms,
Shoulder arms, Present arms,
Stand at ease.
Stand up straight, get off your knees.
Quick march around the square,
Left, left, left, left,
Keep your chin up, shoulders back.
Keep the pace up, never slack.
Never mind your poor feet,
Salute your captain when you meet.
Five rounds rapid fire
Keep your wits about you, never tire,
And you’ll be fine,
And keep your eyes peeled.
Off you go, you’re ready for the line.

He was ordered to the fire step
To keep a watchful eye,
And report of any funny tricks
The enemy may try.

A lovely summer morning,
The blue sky up on high,
The skylarks singing as they soar,
The time was passing by.
All was very quiet,
Just the thump of a distant shell.
The enemy is always watching,
Though you may never tell.
Just then he was alerted,
On the parapet by his face
A spider came crawling by,
Then suddenly slowed its pace,
It stopped, it looked, then scurried on,
And with increasing speed had almost gone.
To keep the spider in his sight
He leaned a little to his right.
He saw a flash, then all went dark,
A sniper’s bullet found its mark.
They carried him down, they said a prayer,
And whispered grace.
Then ordered another to take his place.
The evening news bulletin – ‘Nothing to report,
All quiet on the Western Front’
Another recruit who’d answered the call,
Another recruit who’d given his all,
Just another recruit who bore the brunt,
And was sacrificed on the Western Front.

Cyril Doorbar

Thanks to Cyril Doorbar for his poem ‘The Recruit’.
This will be added to the Great War section on our
website. The project is gathering pace. All those
named on local memorials have been researched and
their stories added to the site. ‘Recruitment’ is to be
added shortly. We would like to include information
on those Biddulph men who served in the war and
returned. If you have any information please share.
Find our work at: www.bdghs.org.uk
‘Men in uniform were seen everywhere, and many a home
in Biddulph had its Christmas joys intensified by the fact
that the menfolk were granted a few days’ leave for
Christmas’. Chronicle December 1914
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Staffordshire Sentinel 30th December 1880
STABBING AFFRAY AT BIDDULPH
At the Stipendiary Court at Tunstall, this morning,
James Dowd, a furnace-man, employed at the works of
Messrs. R.Heath and Son, Biddulph, was charged with
unlawfully wounding Patrick Sherlock, a fellowworkman, on the 3rd of October last. From the evidence
it appeared that on the morning of the date mentioned
the men were working together, when a dispute arose
over the loading of a wagon. Words led to blows, and in
the course of a scuffle the prisoner drew a knife and
stabbed the prosecutor in the left side. The prisoner
was committed for trial at the ensuing Sessions.
Fatal Colliery Accidents in the Biddulph Area
Staffordshire Advertiser 10th December 1857.
An accident occurred at Childerplay Colliery Biddulph
at the end of last week which terminated fatally to
James Stanway a youth aged 17 years of age. An
inquest was held on Tuesday before W.Harding Esq.
Coroner when it appeared that the deceased was
employed as a “loader on” in the pit and owing to an
incautious practice of hooking on one side of the
loaded corfe, while he knocked with the other as a
signal to the engine tenter to draw up, may be
attributed the present casualty. The deceased having
given the signal under the circumstances as above
described, had not time to fasten the other hook before
the corfe tilting on one side, a mass of coal dropped out
and fell upon him, causing his death the following day.
It was stated that the Onlooker had been informed of
the practice of giving notice to the engine man, by
knocking with one of the hooks and he had threatened
parties but had never found anyone. Thomas Wynne
Esq. Government Inspector of Mines was present when
the Coroner forcibly pointed out the imperative duty of
those in authority about mines seeing that their
instructions were strictly carried out and especially so
in the case where human life was in jeopardy. The jury
returned a verdict of accidental death.
7th December 1898
Brown Lees : Robert Heath: Cephas Cotterill, 23 Collier. Fall
of roof at working face in Hardmine seam. The timber had
been drawn out of the waste leaving roof space 20’ x 16’
entirely unsupported. Cotterill was in the waste building a
pack when the roof fell and killed him.
Above transcribed by Derek Wheelhouse
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Adverts from December 1923 St. Lawrence Parish Magazine

