Biddulph & District Genealogy & Historical Society
Newsletter - September 2014
Meetings are held at Biddulph Library on the
third Monday of the month. The meetings start at
7.00 p.m. Free for members. Guests £2.00.
Refreshments included.
Parking available adjacent to the library.

Future Meetings
th

Monday 15 September 2014
William Salt and his Library by Randle Knight
Monday 20th October 2014
Open research night: computers will be available
for genealogy. Information and help will be
available for those wishing to trace WW1
ancestors.
Monday 17th November 2014
Greenway Bank: Past & Present by Peter Durnall
Monday 15th December 2014
The Bateman Family of Biddulph by John
Sherratt

Above: Annual sports day at Knypersley -Monday
August 6th 1934

Web Site News

The tithe map of Biddulph is now available to
view on the web site. The apportionment can be
searched for plot number, owner and occupier.
This is a wonderful resource for those
researching both family and local history.
www.bdghs.org.uk

June Walk

Exploring Bennett’s ‘Bursley’….the June walk
led by John Shapcott around Burslem raised
£100 in memory of Linda Shapcott and for the
Douglas Macmillan Fund. Thank you to all who
attended. It was an excellent evening.

Request for help

“I am hoping the society may be able to help
with a family search please. My Dad was born
Bruce Webb on 16/12/45 at Ridgefields Farm,
Biddulph Moor. His Mother was Mona Webb
but his Father is unknown. My Dad was adopted
at about 5 months old. We have never been able
to find anyone who knew who his Father was
and we are hoping that some-one, somewhere
can help solve the family mystery!”
Kind regards, Julie McCabe

Information about a painting which mentions
‘Biddulph’ on the reverse and signed by artist
A.Walton was another request for help originating
from our web site. This was investigated by Kath
Walton:

“I believe the A Walton may be Mr Albert Cecil
Walton who I believe lived in Biddulph and was
possibly a dentist. I think he died in the 1950's.
From my research he was the son of Samuel
Walton and was born in Burslem in 1903. In
1911 he is living with his family in the High
Lane area of Burslem. He married Alice Vera
Rowley in 1927 at Biddulph. I know he had a
daughter Shelia who died a few years ago and I
know she had 2 sons.
The family lived close to me at Mossley near
Congleton and were also strong Methodists. We
all used to attend the primitive methodist church
at Mossley on the Biddulph road.
Although my married name is Walton I am not
related to Albert Walton but I am related to his
wife who is my 5th cousin 3 times removed.”
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Another addition to the archives recently arrived via
David Sheldon. It is a document dated 1629 and is "A
True Terrier and perfect note of the Glebe Lands
Belonging to the Vicarage of Biddulph".
Now don't get too excited by the date…..Richard Dean
very kindly cleaned and stabilised the document
before careful examination and discovered that it is
written on paper dated 1820. Sadly, therefore, it is a
copy - but a very informative one! Richard also
photographed the document which has enabled us to
reproduce it in A3 size. A copy remains with our
society and copies have been presented to St.
Lawrence and the town hall by David Sheldon. Liz
Street of SRO has looked into the document and
reports that "It is apparently extracted from the
Lichfield Diocesan Registry so the original possibly
exists in book form. We do already have a copy, plus
an earlier one of 1612, which came to us from a
member of the Biddulph family. However that copy is
not in such good condition or as attractive, so we
would be happy to take this copy if it is offered to us.
But knowing we already have a copy your members
may well wish to retain it.”

Below:
An extract from the 1629 Terrier
A transcription has been made and is available
to members. We hope to add the document to
our web site.

Two photographs have recently been deposited in the archives by Muriel Woodward who lives in
Durham. Her father was Charles Whitehurst. He was born in Biddulph but moved to London to join
the Metropolitan Police in 1914. The family returned to Biddulph during the 1940s and her father
became the Area Registrar and also the Biddulph reporter for the Chronicle. The photograph above
was taken during the late ‘60s and was taken during a Harvest Sale – probably a St. Lawrence event.
Left to right at back: In front of the Vicar is Mr. Ernest Pointon. Sitting to the right of the Vicar at the
very back is Mr. James Stanway. The lady standing in the centre wearing a patterned dress is thought
to be Mrs. Stanway. Sitting in the far right corner of the room: the gentleman with a moustache is
Colonel Lees. (Muriel recalls that he was once described to her as the ‘only bit of gentry in
Biddulph!’ Mr. Sim Quinton is the gentleman sitting front right. Can you identify any others on this
photograph?
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Readers may find the following items about the
Beech family of interest. Paul O'Conner contacted
the society requesting help. He is happy for me to
reproduce his story and photographs. Hopefully
more Information may come to light.

Top:
Billy Beech (Senior)
Bottom: Ike Beech

“The above named Isaac "Ike" Beech is was a relative born
about 1892 who relocated to Thatto Heath, St Helens around
the age of 9. Presumably the year was 1901/1902. Isaac also
had a brother named Billy Beech (presumably William was
his Christian name) who was born around 1889, I believe.
Therefore Billy must've been around 2/3 years of age when
the family moved north.
I'm registered on Ancestry.co.uk and am trying to find the
name of Isaac & Billy's parents. I have the names Jeremiah
Beech (b.1867 in Biddulph) and Minnie Birch (b.1863 in
Biddulph). Jeremiah and Minnie were married in 1888.
I believe Jeremiah and Minnie to be a genuine husband &
wife and I know factually that Ike and Billy were brothers.
However, I am looking for some assistance to confirm/rule
out the notion that Jeremiah and Minnie were parents to
Isaac and Billy.
I'm hoping, given their initial early years in Biddulph, that
there could be some paperwork that can help shed some light
onto their parents.
Apologies in advance for the inconvenience but I am very
intrigued by this side of the family. Billy went on to become a
world welterweight wrestling champion in his later years.
Isaac also fought across the world in "catch-as-catch-can"
tournaments. Isaac's son (another Billy) was also a respected
wrestler. I found out later than my old boxing coach was
friends with the younger Billy in their younger days. With me
finding my way into boxing as an 11 year old boy I've
become intrigued by this particular area of my family that
seems to be full of colourful characters.
I'm attaching a couple of pictures of both brothers, Isaac and
one of Billy. Given they hailed from Biddulph originally I
thought you may find this interesting.”
Kind regards, Paul O'Connor"

Stonehewer to Stanier Society
Society Get-together 2014 at Biddulph
27th September – from 9.30 a.m
St. Lawrence Church Hall
(adjacent to the church)
If you have Stonehewer / Stanier ancestors and are
interested in attending please contact Michael Stonehewer
michael.stonehewer@virgin.net
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News about the WW1 project
Countless millions in Britain have at least one family member who made that ultimate sacrifice in
that war to end all wars – which turned out to be no such thing. Many of those who died were
young men who left no direct descendants; but they left brothers and sisters, nieces and nephews,
and of course grieving parents. Those who survived were often loathe to talk about their
experiences and far too modest to talk about the part they played. Many of us have no
knowledge of an ancestor’s World War I exploits. Every Armistice Day we hear the words ‘At the
going down of the sun, and in the morning, we will remember them.’ Impossible to remember an
individual if we do not know of his existence.
We have tried to trace the stories behind the names on our local memorials which are to be found
in St. Lawrence churchyard, on Biddulph Cenotaph, on Brindley Ford Memorial and in many of our
local churches. The task has not been an easy one with many poignant stories emerging. Many
official documents from WWI were destroyed during the Blitz of WWII. There were also many
men with the same name: this resulted in some records becoming jumbled over the years.
Sometimes their fathers had died and mother remarried. On subsequent census returns often the
children took the step-father’s surname and so, again, were difficult to trace – although the men
usually enlisted using their correct surname. Men moved around to find work and so did not enlist
locally. Articles in the Chronicle or Sentinel were sometimes at odds with British Legion
information. And for some of the men we could find nothing at all: no births or marriages; no
census records; no known war grave; no service records. The information must be out there
somewhere but even the power of the internet has failed them. We hope our research will have
helped some to trace their kinsmen and so remember them at the going down of the sun and in
the morning.
Elaine Bryan
……….Please look at our display……all September…….Biddulph Library……..

Saturday 11th October 2014
St. Mary’s Church Hall
Market Square, Sandbach
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Admission £1
Discover your ancestors, draw your family tree, trace the
history of your house or village. Everything you need is
here plus lots to see and buy.
Talks in St. Mary’s Church
www.borderhistory.org.uk
Border History is the collective name for the following
societies in North Staffordshire and South Cheshire:
Family History Society of Cheshire - Alsager & Congleton
Groups, Audley & District Family History Society, Biddulph
& District Genealogy & Historical Society, Congleton History
Society, Leek & District Historical Society, North
Staffordshire Branch of the BMSGH, & North Staffordshire
Historians’Guild, Staffordshire Parish Register Society.

Help Required……………
“I am interested in the Gibson family from Overton who
tended to use Richard as the Christian name for the
eldest son. I am looking at the period up to the early
18th century. I have been fortunate in finding some
interesting documents in the SRO and a 17th century will
but I do not know where in Overton the family lived. Do
you know of anyone else who has an interest in this
family who may know. I am aware of another
contemporary family of Gibsons at Whitemore.”
Thank you, Julie Perks

New Archive Acquisition
The Society are fortunate to have acquired a
complete coverage of Biddulph on the 1871
Ordnance Survey 1:2500 plans, in the form of a large
cloth-backed wall map kindly donated by St
Lawrence’s Church. The original is awkward to
consult or display, but it is hoped in due course to
photograph it in sections and add to our website.

