Biddulph & District Genealogy & Historical Society

Newsletter - March 2015

Meetings commence at 7 p.m. in Biddulph Library. Admission is free for society members and £2
for non-members.
Spring / Summer 2015 Programme
Monday 20th April 2015: A talk by Philip
Leese – subject to be confirmed.

Monday 18th May 2015: A talk on
WWII – American soldiers stationed in
Biddulph by Eric Cox.
Monday 1st June 2015: Annual Guided
Walk around Congleton (provisional) to be
followed by sandwiches at a local hostelry.
Monday 15th June 2015: A talk by
Helen Wilshaw on “Biddulph Grange”.
Can You Help?
John Williams is attempting to trace
the history of his recently acquired
1949 Bantam motorcycle (see photo
below). Previous Biddulph owners
were Roger Goodwin of Knypersley
Hall, Graham Machin of Greenway
Bank and Glenys Unwin (nee
Brandreth) of Shepherd Street.

Try this site to view
old O.S. maps of
Staffordshire
The National
Library of Scotland
– digitalized OS
maps:
www.nls.uk

Volume 3
Biddulph photographs.
Do you have any old
photographs that have
not been used in
Volume 1 or 2?
Please see Derek
Wheelhouse if you can
help.

John Sherratt has recently added a copy of an inventory dated 28 th
February 1878 to the archives. This was for Elmhurst and was
taken after the death of the Revd. William Henry Holt. Above are
the valuations of items in the servant’s room and in the
housemaid’s closet.
Below: Another addition to the archive from Derek Wheelhouse.
It is a pen and ink sketch drawn by Job Barlow and depicts the
remains of the bloomsmithy that existed on Congleton Road.

Geraldine Outhwaite has discovered this site…..and what a gem it
is. www.manchestergalleries.org – Gallery of Costume.
The site includes a photographic portrait archive
that gives access to some wonderful family
photographs. There is also a link to a free Open
University resource for interpreting historical
photographs.
NOW AVAILABLE…TRANSACTIONS No. 8
NOW AVAILABLE…….BIDDULPH 1919 ESTATE SALE
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Muriel Woodward has kindly donated a
collection of photographs to the archive.
Can you help with any names, the event
or the date of these two photographs?

23rd April 1805 Chester Courant:
Found Guilty
Richard Poole, aged 30, from Biddulph,
Staffordshire, boatman, for stealing out of a boat
belonging to Mr. Davenport, of Longton, on the
Canal from the Trent to the Mersey, 3 pigs of
lead, about 3 cwt. and which were found in his
custody.
1st September 1874
Sheffield and Rotherham Independent :
Two Farmers Struck By Lightning
On Saturday, a severe thunderstorm broke over
the village of Biddulph, Staffordshire. Charles
Brown and Joseph Holland, farmers, were struck
by lightning. Holland was driven a distance of
several yards, and then fell on his face. When
picked up, he was dead; his clothes were ripped
open, and were burnt; his hair was burnt off;
half of one boot was torn away; and a large hole
was made in the ground near to the place where
he was struck. Brown, who was a little behind,
nearly shared the same fate, but is now
recovering. Other serious damage was done in
the neighbourhood.

15th June 1844 Manchester Times
William Gibson, a dealer in crockery ware, from
Biddulph in Staffordshire, was charged by the police
with creating a noise and altercation in the Market
place the previous Friday, whilst engaged in selling
his wares. Mr. Sadler said several respectable
persons had complained of the nuisance, but the
defendant was ultimately discharged from custody.

St. Lawrence Burial Register: Entry 2114
Joseph Holland of Buglawton buried
September 3rd 1874 Age 26
Killed by lightning August 29th

Above: A copper plate etching of Biddulph Church by
Newberry & Terry dated 1831. The original is in Muriel
Woodward’s collection.
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