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MEETINGS UPDATE:
By now many of us will have received our first vaccine and
there are positive signs that we may begin to move towards a
loosening of restrictions. However, it may still be a while
before we can resume our monthly meetings.
Any Contributions to the newsletter are very welcome
Please contact either madelaine or Elaine
Request for
information
Has anyone done family
histories on the people who
lived at the Talbot?
Has anyone done any
research on the 1918 flu
epidemic? How badly was
Biddulph and the surrounding
area affected?

Move on to start our bumper
Biddulph quiz.

Our first prize in this
month’s quiz is a book
by Juliet Nicolson
called ‘Frostquake’
about the frozen
winter of 1962/63.
Find out more by
listening to the author.
Visit History Extra
podcast and listen to
the episode broadcast
on 4th February.
www.historyextra.com

QUICK FIRE WARM UP QUESTIONS

Lorem Ipsum

1.Where is the oldest property in the parish?
2.In 1923 Robert Heath sold his home, the Grange. What did it become?
3.What was the name of the property purchased and demolished by
Staffordshire County Council in 1973?
4. Where was Barber’s Picture Palace sited and what is there now?
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5.In 1957 a national store opened on our High Street and closed in 1986.
Name it.

THE BIG BIDDULPH EASTER QUIZ
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WHERE WOULD YOU
FIND THESE?
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WHAT HAPPENED?
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Below are a number of clues. Can you piece them together and come up with
the event?

EVENT 1:

EVENT 2:

January 1879

June 1914

Whitemore Woods

Sand Hole at Halls Road

A gun

A carter

Thomas ‘Buck’ Jones

A violent storm

EVENT 5:
September 1967

20 years imprisonment

Ladies Challenge
Cup shown below

EVENT 3:
September 1916
Memorial erected by
council pictured left
Brown Lees
5 children

EVENT 4:
May 2nd 1952
Engine Number 50703
Alderman Mr. H. Barks O.B.E

£226
16miles
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A
Properties that
have
disappeared.
Can you recall
where they once
stood?
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Who Am I?
Five tough questions to get your brain cells working!
1
I arrived in the parish after a long journey by stagecoach from Cumbria. The final part of my journey
was on foot -having walked from Lawton. The year was 1775. I was very popular and dedicated in my
new role. In addition to my duties within the parish, I played an important role in education in
Congleton. I enjoyed nothing more than an evening spent playing cards and eating oysters.
Who Am I?
2
I am an artist. A friend to Burne-Jones. A recluse residing in a famous local residence with an intriguing
love story to tell. Who Am I?
3
I was born in 1816 near Burslem and died at The Queen’s Hotel, Harrogate, in October 1893. An
industrialist, who played a huge part in the development of Biddulph and surrounding areas
employing 4000 men and paying close to £5000 per week in wages. I was called the ‘Aladdin of North
Staffordshire’. They say I’m a millionaire. Who Am I?

4
I’m an artist and author who lived in Biddulph as a child having moved from Smallthorne. ‘Everything
about Biddulph at first seemed bigger and cleaner and better’. Read my autobiography ‘A Three &
Sevenpence Halfpenny Man’ to find out more. Who Am I?

5
I was born in 1949 and attended Biddulph Grammar School. My ancestors include local photographers
and a station master. As a Member of Parliament I represented the people of Stoke North from 1987
until 2015. Who Am I?

Are you STREETS AHEAD in this quiz? Answer the next 9 correctly and you may well be!
1. What do the above street names have in common?
2. What name is used today for Bridge Street?
3. What name is used today for Bogs Lane?
4. What name is used today for Gutter Lane?
5. What name is used today for Chapel Street?
6. Where is Lion’s Paw?
7. Who is Craigside named after?
8. Where is Bailey’s Bank?
9. Where would you find the ‘Fortunes of War’?
You’ve nearly reached the end of this quiz – just a few more questions to go.
We hope that you have enjoyed taking part.
Closing Date is 30th April 2021.
How to send in your answers: email to either Madelaine at madelainelovatt@hotmail.com or to Elaine at
e_heathcote@yahoo.com
or drop off at 42, Newpool Road, Knypersley or 1A Cross Street, Biddulph (new house opposite side to
Garsides) or 155, Congleton Road (opposite the exit to Biddulph Garage)
or Post to Mrs. M. Lovatt, 1A Cross Street, Biddulph, Stoke-on-Trent, ST8 6BD
or Telephone Madelaine 01782 253317 if you want someone to collect the answers.
FIRST PRIZE: Hot off the press…’Frostquake’ by Juliet Nicolson: The frozen winter of 1962/63 and how
Britain emerged a different country. Many will recall that winter and will find this a fascinating read. Kindly
donated by Roland Machin. Plus a £10.00 voucher to be spent on our book stall.
SECOND PRIZE: £10 voucher to be spent on our book stall
Winners and Answers published in our June 2021 Newsletter and our web-site from 6th June 2021

FINAL QUESTIONS
It seems like a very long time ago since public houses were open. How many
of these can you name?
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Adrian Lawton has kindly shared information that he has collected about the origins of Biddulph
Library. The story of both the first and second generation County Libraries is a fascinating one.
The material takes the reader up to 1964.

Preparing to open Biddulph’s first
County Library
Left: Biddulph Chronicle
April 28th. 1934

Below:Biddulph Chronicle
June 9th. 1934
The first library was located in a yard
in Wharf Road between where the
main bus stop and the bus hub are
now.

Above: Biddulph Chronicle July 14th. 1934
The Chronicle reports on the success of the library from the beginning.

Going from strength to strength - as reported in the Biddulph Chronicle (above)
on 6th October 1934

Above: Biddulph’s second library built in 1954, photographed in 1964
It was of wooden construction and was situated in John Street where the rear of
the Town Hall is now

Mrs. Lucy Clare Johnson (nee Carthy)
Although the library commenced with the efforts of volunteers, professional staff
were later employed.
Mrs. Lucy Johnson was the librarian until her sudden death in 1959.
Mrs Johnson’s parents kept a sweet shop in King Street next to the Palace
Cinema (now the TSB Bank) and it was here that she lived with her son, Colin.
Family members commissioned a painting by local artist, Jack Simcock which
was presented to the library in her memory.
This painting is still on display in the library with a plaque which gives the dates of
her library service.

Adrian Lawton

Watery Features: An update
The March edition of the newsletter contained pictures of six ‘watery features’. The photograph of
the Spring Well on Grange Road is worth comment.
An act of Parliament was passed on the 21/11/1992 enabling the Secretary of State for the
Environment to complete a list of buildings of special architectural or historic interest. The list of
buildings says: ”Spring Head Basin. 10m north of gates to Biddulph Grange. Early to mid- C19.
Stone. Neo-Norman, set back from pathway; Norman pilasters; capitals and plain imposts to zigzag moulded round -arch over. Semi-circular niche with lion head spout; all capped by 5 massive
chisel-drafted hammer-dressed voussoir blocks with gauged edges. Circular basin; roll-moulded
rim and semi-circular surround”.
The original road from the centre of Biddulph valley to Congleton came north, then turned right to
go round the back of the church and Biddulph Grange to join the eastern end of Fold Lane. The
section of Grange Road leading south west from this point to what we now know as Congleton
Road was only built about 1871. This must therefore have been the date at which this horsedrinking trough was installed.
In the early 1990’s my wife and I were returning from a walk when we came upon a “gentleman
traveller” sat upon a small stool on the pavement (with his old bike propped up alongside). He was
making a marvelous drawing of the ‘building’, something that we later wished we had offered to
buy! He asked if we realized what it was that we were all looking at. He then said ‘look closer’. He
was obviously very knowledgeable despite his appearance. He explained that the stonework must
have come from Dieulacres Abbey. Clearly he was right. The stonework must have been the
surround of a window at the abbey. Many of the stones must have been in the possession of
James Bateman whose extensive estates were bought by Robert Heath. Since the land belonged
to the Heath family they must have given the land for the new road and installed the drinking
trough from old stones they then possessed.
The letters from the government and the local council will be deposited in our archives. This article
is also presented with the very kind permission and approval of the current landowner.
On a related subject: The stone basin at the junction of Well Lane and Baileys Bank very possibly
was used to exchange coins in cleansing vinegar, for food, during the great plague of the mid
1600’s….but there is another possibility! In olden times people from the valley would have walked
to Congleton via the old path going up to the road along the top of Congleton Edge, then down
across the fields to the town. The stone was possibly the base to hold a wooden signpost pointing
the way to Gillow Heath and beyond - an essential thing to find when people were not certain
where they were.
Brian Nightingale

