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A re you ready
for a
challenge?
Fancy
becoming an
editor?
W hy not tackle
the A pril
N ewsletter and
be our ‘guest
editor’ for the
month.

Meetings Update
It is hoped to restart
meetings in March.
Please keep checking
the website and ask
at the library for
updates .
The three photographs
to the left w ere taken
in 1966. Can you
identify their location?
V iew others on our
website.
W e are delighted to
announce that
Geraldine Outhw aite
will be the guest
editor for the
February new sletter.
If you have anything
that you w ould like to
contribute please
contact Geraldine on
geouthwaite@
hotmail.co.uk by
17 th January

GLA NCIN G BA CK………………..
Staffordshire Advertiser January 13th 1849

INQUEST: A n inquest w as held at Biddulph, on Saturday, before
W .Harding Esq., coroner, on the body of Jane Bailey. The deceased, w ho
w as a married w oman, liv ed at Biddulph M oor, and hav ing been at Leek
market on W ednesday, was returning hom e in the evening w ith her
husband and tw o relatives in a one horse cart, w hen on turning a corner,
near the Pool End, she w as jerked out of the cart into the road, and one
w heel passed ov er her body, inflicting injuries w hich resulted in her
death. The v erdict was ‘accidental death’. She was 44 years of age.

Staffordshire Advertiser January 10th 1863

Sarah N ixon, 52, and George N ixon, 26, mother and son, were indicted for
stealing 25lbs of brass, the property of Sam uel P. Gosling and another at
Biddulph. M r. M otteram appeared on behalf of the prisoners, but the
ev idence w as conclusiv e to the minds of the jury, w ho returned a v erdict
of guilty and both prisoners w ere sentenced to imprisonment to hard
labour for six calendar m onths
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John Sherratt has kindly w ritten a piece on Tom
Billinge
of Biddulph Mill. He was a character remembered by
many Biddulph folk for his ability to play a good tune on
a home-made fiddle.
‘Not many people know he was my uncle through
marriage and I spent a few hours with him. My mother
used to bake cakes for him, more years ago than I care to
remember. The body of the violin was a large old corned
beef tin, the heft was an old spade handle shaped by a
hand knife into a fret board. He was a mild mannered
man, but I only visited infrequently – after all it was a good
walk from where I lived in Tunstall Road. Our house was
opposite ‘Deanes’ Decorators shop, which became a
bridal wear shop. He was a good story -teller as I
remember and was always a guest at the Biddulph
Grange Hospital Staff dances and Christmas events many
years ago when the Matron was Mrs. Cleator’. J.N.S.

‘Concerning Tom Billinge, the miller at Biddulph Mill,
sited near Mill Cottage’. John Sherratt
A bove: Biddulph Mill (next to The Talbot).
Left: This photograph appears in ‘Unforgettable
Countryfolk’ by Ernald James.
It w as taken by W .R.Stephens and is entitled
‘Tom’s Fiddle’.
Below: From 1840 Tithe Map
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GLOOMY V A LLEY
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This photograph appeared in the Evening Sentinel – The Way We Were – in September 2017. It shows
workers who went on strike in Biddulph in a dispute over pay. Here is a link to the full article:
https://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/news/history/miners-went-strike-biddulph-dispute-458314
The banners read: ‘ The Gloomy V alley Strikers and their struggle for a living w age’. W e initially
believed that this could relate to the national coal strike of 1912 -the first national strike by coal
miners in the U.K. Its m ain goal was securing a minimum w age.
How ev er, by chance, we discovered more about Gloomy V alley. The Staffs Sentinel of M arch 19 th
1913 reported on the ‘Biddulph V alley Dispute’.
“ In connection with the dispute at the Black Bull works of Messrs.Robert Heath and Sons, two large
meetings of the strikers were held on Tuesday. The first was held in the afternoon at the Picture Palace,
Biddulph, and the second in the Town Hall, Tunstall, in the evening, the principal speaker at each
being Mr Tom Mann, the leader of the Syndicalist movement. During the day the strikers paraded the
district carrying banners referring to the dispute and also collecting funds for the benefit of those who
have come out but are not in any union. After the meeting at Biddulph a number of the strikers marched
to Tunstall a distance of about 5 miles - to attend the later meeting and when this was over they
marched back again, arriving home at about 11:30 pm. There were between 800 and 900 present at
the afternoon meeting in the Picture Palace at Biddulph. Mr WM Adamson, organiser, presided and
there were also present on the platform, in addition to Mr Tom Mann, Mr T Cooper, Mr H Lightfoot, and
Mr JM Bradbury secretary of the local branch of the workers union”.
The Daily Herald of M arch 25th under the heading ”Thousands of Pounds for Bibles, but
Starvation Wages for the Workers” reported that : ”The proprietor of the works is a well-known
public benefactor, from the standpoint of subscribing liberally to the British and Foreign Bible Society,
but many of the men at his forge and mill have not been receiving more than 17 shillings a week. The
standard pans out at about three farthings per meal for each member of the family. These men work 12
hour shifts without any regular stoppage for meals. Two shifts in 24 hours, and the mills running all the
time”.
The strike was still raging in A pril as the Daily Herald of A pril 4th 1913 ran a feature on “The Strike
in the ‘Gloomy’ Valley” w hich w as accom panied by tw o photographs of strikers. Unfortunately the
quality of the photographs is too poor to reproduce.
ML & EH
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St.Registers
Lawrence –
Registers
St. Lawrence
The Missing Years
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The Missing Years
1642 - 1653
1642-1653

W e are often asked about the missing registers. How is it that the Biddulph registers are
missing whilst other parishes, such as Dilhorne, have complete registers for the same
period?
In 1640 there were 16 baptisms, 13 burials and 4 marriages recorded at Biddulph. Only 1
baptism in 1641 and 1 burial in 1642 and then the register stops. It restarts in 1653 in the
Commonwealth period.
The Civil W ar began in the summer of 1642 so how is it that there are so few entries in
1641?
Plague was about! In 1641 Congleton was badly affected by plague. There w ere reports
that the streets w ere deserted and grass w as growing in the main street. North
Staffordshire w as visited by plague throughout the 1640s and this presumably meant that
churches remained closed. W e have no parish accounts for 1642.
John Biddulph died at the start of the hostilities; at the battle of Hopton Heath and was
buried at Biddulph. His burial may have been added to the register at a later date.
These w ere tumultuous times. The parish was probably split in its allegiance with the
Bowyers (south of the parish) and the Mainwarings (w est) for Parliament and the
Biddulphs (north) for the King. W ere households split? W ould you have been a
Roundhead or a Cavalier?
N ews of the stabling of horses inside St Mary’s at A stbury and of the damage and
destruction w rought by the Roundhead soldiers (burning the organ) must have been met
with trepidation and alarm. Indeed, Biddulph folk were soon to see the stained glass
smashed in St. Lawrence. By 1643, Biddulph Hall was under siege that w as to last for 3
months. Locals w ould be expected to supply provisions to the soldiers. There are
references in the parish accounts for payments given to those w ho had soldiers billeted
with them. The 1644 Overseers A ccount: ‘for Mr Jollyfe for the Armie for trained soldiers;
for provisions which came to the Church at the time of the Siege,” suggests that the church
would have been out of bounds with soldiers staying there. W hat w ould have happened
to baptisms and burials? The incumbent at the time was John Bow yer (from the Bow yers of
Knypersley Hall). He made considerable effort to collect the smashed stained glass (now
part of the East W indow ) and to protect brasses relating to the Bowyers by taking them to
Knypersley Hall for safekeeping. It is possible that he continued to baptise, bury and
marry parishioners – but either failed to keep a record or the record is now lost. In some
cases baptisms w ere entered in later years. For example, in 1661, the marriage of John
Bowyer to Mary Milward in Derbyshire in 1648 w as recorded in the register at Biddulph followed by details of the births of their children.
The problems of war were not just compounded by plague.
Bad w eather ruined harvests from the autumn of 1646 and for five years. “Grain crops
were destroyed by summer rains in 1648 and by summer drought in 1649 and the frosts of
the intervening spring were so devastating to the winter corn crop that livestock perished in
the field”. The impact of poor harvests led a dearth of food and corresponding increases
in food prices. This was catastrophic for the poor.
So there w e have it; a ten-year stretch of war, disease, dearth and economic hardship. It’s
hardly surprising that the registers w ere neglected.
Elaine Heathcote
Dolor Sit A met
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of Clandestine Marriages at Norton Church

I w as looking for some N orton-le-M oors ancestors w hen I read a bit w hich said that the church
there, St Bartholom ew ’s, gained notoriety in the 1600 and 1700s because of the num ber
of Clandestine Marriages w hich took place there. This quote is from Staffordshire Past Track, in
relation to N orton:
“until the passing of Hardwick’s Marriage Act of 1753, was considered to be the Gretna Green
of the area, with an unusually large number of marriages taking place there”.
From the 13 th century, the Church had set dow n rules about marriages. The couple had each to
consent to be m arried, be of legal age to marry, (14 for males and 12 for females) and had to be
married by an A nglican clergym an. In addition, Banns must be read in the parish for three separate
w eeks (or a Licence paid) and the m arriage must take place in the parish w here one of the couple
lived, (or a Licence paid). The couple’s parents had to consent if either or both of the couple w ere
under age 21 and there must be w itnesses to the marriage, which had to take place betw een 8.00am
and 12 noon.
These rules differed from the Comm on Law , w hich w as the law of the Land. For a marriage to be
legal in the eyes of the State, there w ere only three rules. There had to be consent, the couple had
to be of legal age to marry, and w ith the serv ice taken by an A nglican Clergyman. These legal
marriages, but without banns or license, w ere often called Clandestine marriages.
The Fleet Prison in London w as famous for its Clandestine marriages w hich started in the Prison,
then spread out to other areas w hen Fleet Prison marriages w ere outlaw ed. T he marriages now took
place in the area around the Fleet, and in other areas in London and elsew here. The marriages took
place in priv ate houses, pubs, chapels and churches and it has been estimated that just for the Fleet
in the 1740s, half of London marriages took place there. A n A nglican clergyman still had to marry
the couple to make the marriage legal, but for Clandestine marriages, these w ere often clergy w ho
did not hav e their ow n parishes, and therefore no regular income, or had been dismissed or were in
debt. The Church penalty for clergymen who perform ed Clandestine marriages was for them to be
banned for taking services for three years.
Some of the reasons given for these Clandestine marriages are that the couple w anted to get
married quickly, or w anted to sav e m oney, (the Com mon Law marriage was cheaper) or that they
w ere under 21 and didn’t hav e parents’ consent. Bigamy m ay also be involv ed, or there could be a
need to be “flexible” on dates w here an inheritance or legitim acy of a child w as an issue.
(I can’t see any London Clandestine M arriages in the registers for people w ho liv ed in Biddulph, but
there are sev eral from Staffordshire).
So, getting back to N orton St Bartholomew ’s, there w ere more marriages there in the ten years after
1754 (when a new Government A ct w as introduced, see below) than in the ten years before that
date. A lso, the clergy at N orton w ere there for long periods, Humphrey Repton from 1661 to 1697,
John Repton from 1697 to 1733 and Tim othy Keene from 1733 to 1759, so w hy w ould these
clergym en risk the w rath of the Church and face a three-year Church ban by perform ing
Clandestine marriages?
It could hav e been that N orton w as more geographically isolated than som e other parishes and the
Church rebuilding in 1737 may have m ade a difference. It could also be the case that there w ere
other places w here the marriages took place in N orton w ith other clergyman, but I cannot find any
record of these. I only looked at the ten years just before the passing of the A ct, so perhaps more
research is needed on the N orton marriages before 1744?
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Concerned that Clandestine M arriages
w ere
an
Issue
| Date
abuse of the system, in 1753 the Government
passed an A ct w hich came into force in M arch
1754. This w as know n as Hardwicke’s Marriage
Act and it m eant that the Comm on Law more or
less follow ed Church law . It also put severe
penalties in place for those w ho did not abide by
the rules; 14 years transportation for those w ho
conducted the marriage and the marriage itself
became null and void.
This may hav e led to a sharp decline in the
Clandestine M arriages in England, but of course
this w as someone else’s gain.
The A ct did not apply in Scotland where no
clergym an w as needed, and couples ov er 16
years could marry in Scotland w ithout giv ing
notice and w ithout parents’ consent. Places just
ov er the border in Scotland became famous for
marriages but in 1770, following a new road
being built, Gretna Green took pride of place!
Please see website for sources and more
information.

by Madelaine Lovatt

St. Bartholomew ’s
N orton-le-Moors

On Sale Now:
Brow n Edge Memory W alks by Elizabeth
Law ton has been three years in the
making and is a treasure trove of social
history w ith w onderful photographs.
It tracks the village, its buildings and
characters through nine w alks. The final
walk is from St. A nne’s Church to
Greenw ay Bank, so comes into the parish
of Biddulph.
It is a fascinating read. Priced at £10.95
and is available from the author on
01782 504213
Dolor Sit A met
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In recent
newsletters w e have featured articles w ritten by members about some
of |their
interesting ancestors. T his story, of Richard Deane, is a splendid account.
W A RN IN G: it may make members, myself included, who have only been able to uncover
agricultural labourers, miners and potters in their family trees, just a little bit envious!

Richard Deane (1610 – 1653)
First cousin 11 x removed
It all stared when my Great Uncle had a bet with a fellow drinker in the N orton A rms.
A fter a few bevvies and a slightly inebriated discussion on w hose families could be
traced back in history the furthest, my uncle who must have been a w ealthy man, decided
to hire a genealogical researcher.
A t this juncture I must point out that I never met my Great uncle, but am in contact with his
daughter.
The result is that the researcher produced a copy of the family tree which was quite large
and extensive and gave it to my uncle. Quite an accomplishment considering this w as
done in the early 60's.
The researcher attempted to sell my paternal grandmother a copy, but w as turned down
as she claimed to know all the details so w hy buy a copy. W hatever happened to my
uncle's copy is not know n although one relation states that he saw it spread out on the
living room floor.
A s a consequence of this, upon retirement and having time to do ancestry research, I w as
left with an ancestral skeleton of information, passed dow n by my gran, the bulk of the
information being lost w ith her passing. N ames but no dates, although I was informed that
a regicide was in the tree. So in the last fifteen years, flesh has been applied to the
skeleton and slowly the family tree has taken shape using online search engines – Genes
reunited, Tribal Pages, A ncestry and reference libraries. Y es it w as correct, there was an
ancestor who was a regicide and after a great deal of research a summary is contained
within this article.
Richard Deane w as born on the 8 th July 1610 to Edw ard Deane of Pinnock and A nn W ace,
his w ife, at the W oodhouse in the village of Guiting Power, Gloucestershire. Very little is
know n of his early life, except it was a strict puritan upbringing, but it is thought that he
received instruction on seamanship during his teenage years by a relative at perhaps
Horsham, prior to joining the Parliamentary army.
W hen exactly he joined the army is unknow n, but because of his loyalty, intelligence and
enthusiasm for the cause of Parliament, he swiftly rose through the ranks. Family ties (as
yet unproven) with Buckinghamshire families like Cromwell, Hampden, Mildmays and
Goodwin also helped. W hat is known, is that he joined artillery companies of Parliament
at the very outset of the problems betw een Parliament and King Charles I. Serving
initially as a volunteer under a Captain W illoughby in A ugust 1642 in garrison at
Gravesend.
He was probably at Edgehill in 1642, N ewberry 1643 and by 1644 in command of the
artillery with General Essex in Cornwall. He w as promoted comptroller of ordnance and
commanded the artillery at N aseby in 1645, reportedly breaking Rupert's cavalry charge.
Dolor Sit A met
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He became
siege
of
Pembroke and in the N orth.
His career in the military and as a commissioner of Parliament continued and in 1648/9 he
was appointed as one of the commissioners to examine the witnesses in the trial of the
King Charles I. On the 27 th January, he approved of the judgment of the committee trying
the King. On the 29 th, he w as one of the group of five w ho considered the time and place
of execution and w as 21 st of 59 who signed the death w arrant. The execution took place
outside the Banqueting House in W hitehall on the 30 th January.
Because of his experience of seamanship, he served under the Earl of W arwick, the Lord
High A dmiral, as a General at sea along with Popham and Blake. Serving with distinction,
he conveyed Cromwell's army to Ireland. He patrolled the North Sea w ith his flotilla in
order to cut off communication betw een royalists in Scotland and Holland. A fter the Battle
of Dunbar, he was at Edinburgh on 22 nd September 1650 and took his ow n regiment and
supplies in flat-bottomed boats across the Firth of Forth.

Painting of Richard Deane c 1653. Oil on canvas. By Robert W alker (1599 – 1658)
N ational Maritime Museum
“A half-length portrait of Deane, to the right in armour, holding a baton in his right hand
and resting his left hand on an anchor fluke. N aval action is shown in the right
background, which may indicate Battle of Portland 1653.”
Dolor Sit A met
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He was
present with his regiment at the Battle of W orcester, having been recalled
by
Cromwell during the second Civil w ar and scotch incursion. Returning to Scotland in 1650
he was made Commander in Chief of the army in Scotland. He laid siege to Dunotter
Castle, which surrendered after months of fighting.
He adopted an empathetic attitude tow ards local populations but gave great offence to
Ministers by his resolute refusal to permit old women to be tortured and put to death as
witches, a common practice in those days.
His previous experience of ships and sailing gave him a deep awareness of the
conditions endured by the sailors at that time. He consequently ensured that the N avy
commissioners in London made certain that pay w as regularly made and provisions w ere
alw ays available for his men. He also ensured that only experienced officers w ere put in
charge of ships and that vessels above a certain size had a surgeon accompanying the
ship.
In 1653 his fleet was sent into the N orth Sea searching for a Dutch fleet. T he fleet w as
sighted off the Sheldt estuary on June 2 nd and battle commenced only ceasing at nightfall,
and resuming the next morning with more exchanges of fire. Details of the battle are few
and it is only known that the English ships engaged the Dutch in line, with another fleet
commanded by Blake. Unfortunately Deane did not live to see the victory of the English
fleet as at the commencement of the battle he w as struck by grapeshot and killed
immediately.
His body w as brought to Greenw ich where it lay in state. The highest honours the
government could bestow were granted and on the 24 th June w ith great pomp he was
given a state funeral and his body w as buried in the Chapel of Henry V II in W estminster
A bbey.
Unfortunately after the Restoration of the Monarchy, his remains were dug up and throw n
along w ith other deceased parliamentarians into a pit. The w hereabouts of which is
unknow n. Of the other 58 signatories of the death warrant, many had died and others
were hunted dow n and executed w hen caught.
So here for the benefit of the Biddulph and District Genealogy and Historical Society is
part of the story of my family tree. A story that appears to have no end; as research is still
occurring and as more documents are published or come online can be added to family
trees.
Of further interest would be the descendants of Richard Deane's sister Jane.

DJR December 2020

Do you have any interesting ancestors? W ould you like to share your stories?
Please contact either Madelaine or Elaine.
madelainelovatt@hotmail.com
Dolor Sit A met
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members….
It’s always good to
recall family tales from
years ago and to share
those memories. This
one is from Jackie
Bradley:
“I lived with my
grandmother in Station
Road as a child as my
father was in the army.
My Uncle Bill would
send me down to the
bookmakers, also in
Station Road, to place a
bet. He would ask his
mother what horse she
fancied and she would
pick a name at
random”. Jackie reports
that her gran, Mrs. Mary
Armitt, won more bets
than her uncle who
studied the form!
Do you have any
similar, gentle
memories from a world
very different to today?
Elaine and Madelaine
would love to hear from
you.
Dolor Sit A met

Kath W alton has
shared a medical
bill from Dr.
Murphy dated
1929. Her father,
aged 7 at the
time, had broken
his arm. A lso
from Kath on the
left, a report of a
poisoning that
appeared in the
Congleton &
Macc Mercury on
March 28 th 1885.
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Suggestions for the
date of the snow y
photograph that
appeared in
December’s
new sletter w as

1940

A photograph taken at the same time as those
show n last month. Gerald W orland has these as
postcards dated January 1940. This property
on Bridge Street, had to be ‘dug out’.

A erial V iews: Top
is Knypersley
Corner. Bottom left
is W harf Road &
the bowling club.
Bottom right shows
the gas works off
Station Road.

Issue | Date
Happy
New Year
to all
members
and friends

Xmas card
locations in
December issue:
Main carpark premedical centre
and outside the
Biddulph A rms

A nother photograph from Gerald W orland. This appears as a postcard with text on the
back suggesting it is of a concert party held at the Primitive Methodist Chapel.
Can anyone provide a date or details?

