BDGHS

MARCH 2021

BIDDULPH & DISTRICT
GENEALOGICAL & HISTORICAL SOCIETY
We are not sure when our meetings will be able to restart.
Please keep checking the website. Ask for further details at
the library when it reopens.

GLANCING BACK

GLANCING BACK

COLLIERY FATALITY MARCH 1933

SALE OF TIMBER – MARCH 1806

BIDDULPH MAN STRUCK by
Donec
Lorem
FALL of ROOF

One miner was killed, and another
had a miraculous escape, when a
fall of roof occurred at the Institute
Pit
of
ChatterleyWhitfield
Collieries Ltd yesterday. The man
who lost his life was John Alfred
Brown, aged 25, of 65, Craigside,
Biddulph. At the time of the
accident he was working on
Newton’s conveyor face in the
Bambury seam. It is understood
that Mr. Brown was sounding the
roof with a hammer, before setting
additional timber when the roof
suddenly fell, striking him on the
back of the head, knocking him
down, and pinning him to the floor.
Death
must
have
been
instantaneous. Working alongside
Brown at the time of the fall was T.
Davis, of 15, Devonport Street,
Congleton, who escaped injury.

PAUPER DEATH – MARCH 1866
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QUICK QUIZ - WHERE ARE THESE WATERY FEATURES LOCATED?
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BURIALS IN WOOL & BREAKING THE LAW
Madelaine Lovatt
I was puzzled to see written in the Parish Registers the words “Affidavit made” alongside burials and
I decided to investigate further.
In the 1660s the Government had three concerns about burials, firstly, almost a third of linen in
England (including linen used to wrap bodies for burial) was imported from France. Secondly, there
were many deaths due to the plague. And thirdly, the Government was keen for our sheep farmers to
be protected.
In 1666, an Act of Parliament was passed saying that people must only be buried in woollen shrouds
and if not, that a fine of £5 had to be paid. This law was not obeyed, probably because it was not
policed and so it had no real teeth. Therefore, another Act was passed, effective from 1st August
1678. This said that

noe Corps of any person or persons shall be buryed in any Shirt Shift Sheete or Shroud or
any thing whatsoever made or mingled with Flax Hempe Silke Haire Gold or Silver or in
any Stuffe or thing other then what is made of Sheeps Wooll onely or be putt into any
Coffin lined or faced with any sort of Cloath or Stuffe or any other thing whatsoever that
is made of any Materiall but Sheeps Wooll onely.
But an important change was made. Now, within 8 days of a burial, a sworn statement, (an
Affidavit,) must be made, saying that the body had been buried in wool. These Affidavits had to be
made by two witnesses and sworn before a magistrate or other important official. The Affidavit was
then given to the Minister.
The Minister had to keep a register of all burials and say if an Affidavit had been made and if not, a
Report was made and a hefty fine of £5.00 had to be paid. People who died of the plague and the
destitute did not have to pay.
According to our National Archives, £5 would be worth £572 in today’s money and a skilled worker
would have had to work for 55 days to earn this much!
Once paid, this £5.00 fine was then split, with ½ going to the person who had “informed” that no
Affidavit had been paid and the other ½ to the poor of the parish. The Act was changed in 1680 to
say that a Minister from a neighbouring parish could sign the Affidavit. They say

to make such Affidavits have beene necessitated to travell many miles for the makeing
thereof to their great losse of time and hinderance of their other Affaires
This 1680 Act also changed how the £5.00 was split, with ½ still going to the poor of the parish, but
now only ¼ going to the informant and the other ¼ going to the Crown.
Many people were against this Act. Jesus Christ had been buried in linen and it was the English
tradition that linen should be used. But because of the severe fines, people had to obey the Act.
It is said that some wealthier people wanted to be buried in their finery and therefore they paid the
£5.00 fine. However, their relatives then “informed” the authorities that there had been no wool
burial and claimed their share of the £5.00 fine back!
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It seems that some parishes recorded their Affidavits in the Burial section of the Church Registers,
some in detail, others not. They sometimes say “Aff,” “certificate received,” “jurat de legitima” or just
“buried in wool.”
I cannot see any record of affidavits in the St Lawrence Registers at Biddulph, so it seems that they
were kept in separate records. Here are some examples from 1767 in Dilhorne, near to Cheadle.
The Act was in use for almost a hundred years up until the 1770s.
BELOW: Dilhorne Parish Register 1767/68

Vestibulum condimentum nonummy justo
THA NK

YOU

Geraldine Outhwaite
for guest editing the
February issue.
The newsletter, packed
with stories of interest
has been well received.

Are you ready for a
challenge? How much
local history do you
know?

If you have any contributions
that you would like to make to
the newsletter please contact:

Enter our bumper
Biddulph Easter Quiz

Madelaine @
madelainelovatt@hotmail.com
or
Elaine @
e_heathcote@yahoo.com

Coming soon

by the 17th March please

.
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An original copy of “The Rules and Tables of the Biddulph Female Friendly Society” dated 1831. Rare but by no
Continued
means unique, this booklet recently came into my procession, a little gem and worthy of a mention in the
members Newsletter. Men of Biddulph off work in times of sickness and injury were already able to claim
benefits if a member of the Men Society, an organisation established under Sir Nigel Gresley of Knypersley
Hall in 1765. Some seventy years later a raw gap was filled for the females of Biddulph, under the guidance of
Mrs Elizabeth Bateman in December 1831 the new Female Friendly Society was formed. About this time
other villages in the county also formed their own schemes. The females of the Biddulph valley could now
cover themselves in their bad times similar to the males. Searching the table of contributions and benefits for
example, a contribution of 7 ½ d per month a young person of 11 years would secure a payment in sickness
of 5 shillings per week, with free medicines and medical attendance. A twenty year old lady would pay 10p
per month from her wages to claim her benefits. Other benefits included £3.00 for her funeral, 8 shillings for
the birth of each of her children and payments of 2s per week to the over 65 year old, these elderly lady
members then ceased paying in. Rules were somewhat complicated although however they must have
worked well; the rules covered the management meetings– contributions – allowances in sickness- medical
attendance and certificate of sickness, going on for 25 pages.
Mrs Bateman was President and the officials of the society were an all-male Trustees list reading like “all the
great and good of Biddulph,” John Bateman, Rev. W. H. Holt. Charles Mainwaring, H. H. Williamson and James
Bateman. Whereas the ladies took on the role of Directors, the everyday running with Mrs Bateman, Miss
Mainwaring, Mrs Williamson, Mrs Gosling, Miss Challinor, Miss Tellwright, Miss M. Myatt, Miss B Myatt, Miss
Salt and Miss Hall all wives and daughters of prominent local business men. The surgeon or doctor was Dr
Joseph Bullock of Congleton he examined and assessed the ladies on medical matters, issued medicines,
attendance, and certificates to claim their weekly payments. The societies meetings were held at the
Biddulph School at Crabtree Green.
In the Preface to the booklet Mrs Bateman said: she’s most pleased and grateful to the organising officials,
praised the donations and contributions from general members for funding this Christian charity. Enabling
welfare for Biddulph’s female inhabitants, a society to be run on equal footing to the male society of
Biddulph.

Ladies of the Biddulph
Female Friendly
Society at St
Lawrences Vicarage
c1910
The flag/banner may
well be one presented
by the Batemans.
[Derek Wheelhouse]
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The Female Friendly Society was well run, supported and funded having a long life in Biddulph. The local
newspapers provide evidence of this with articles dating from 1837 some copies of which are found in
the BDGHS archive spanning almost 80 years and the society continued even further. In 1837 it recorded
the societies anniversary took place in June, commencing with a meeting in the school proceeded by a
procession lead by the Biddulph Band to St Lawrences Church for a service conducted by Rev Hadfield.
Afterwards the ladies walked to Knypersley Hall where Mr and Mrs Bateman presented the ladies of the
Female Friendly Society with two splendid flags. Members then enjoyed tea and refreshment on the
Archery Ground at the hall.
The Staffordshire Advertiser, the Congleton and Macclesfield Mercury and the Staffordshire Sentinel all
reported on the annual processions and meetings for many decades. Showing funds increased over the
years, in 1850 they stood at £546, by 1867 an increase to £1300 from contributions, gifts and the popular
annual lottery, it seems the favourite lottery prize every year was the woollen shawl. The procession in
1870 with flags and banners flying marched through Bradley Green calling in at the Paddock in Colliery
Road (Wharf Road) home of coal master Mr William Bradbury before proceeding to St Lawrences. The
1890 Annual General Meeting held at the Oddfellows Hall in Bradley Green reports the societies funds
had reached £2300 with 150 members, the oldest member was 95 year old Mrs Lois Barnett of
Knypersley. Mrs Williamson stepped down as President with Mrs Gosling voted the incoming President.
After 28 years of service as society Secretary Mrs Bond retired through ill health. The Surgeon in 1890
was Dr Craig of Yew Tree House Bradley Green, he later lived at the Homestead. The society finally closed
its doors in 1922.
[Street Address]
[City], Congleton Macclesfield Mercury 1870 [BDGHS]

Above:
Congleton Macclesfield Mercury 1870

QUICK QUIZ WATERY FEATURES
ANSWERS
1.Congleton Road /junction with
Fountain Court
2. Towerhill Road – west of
junction with Akesmore Lane
3. Vinegar Stone – at the bend at
the end of Well Lane & Marsh
Green Lane
4. Opposite Shepherd’s Cross on
Overton Road
5. Crowborough Road – west of
junction with Barrage Road
6. Grange Road – before the
turnings for the Country Park and
Grangefields.

Over
had
lorem 6000
ipsum water
dolor mills, all for the grinding of corn, were recorded in the Domesday book. Horton
issue, date
one mill (not valued), Cheadle - one mill (valued at one shilling) and Biddulph had none. The corn mill
at Pool Fold appears in a document dated 1629. It was owned by Richard Biddulph Esq. and valued
at 2s. Knypersley also had a corn mill valued at 1s.
Out of curiosity and prompted by recent articles in the newsletter about characters associated with the
Biddulph corn mill, I wondered if it would be possible to discover anything about the lives of the miller
and his family. Evidence suggests the ‘Lowndes’ family were at Biddulph mill in the mid eighteenth
century. The tale that I am to tell is of the family that followed; the Plant family. They were to have
close family ties up until the demolition of the mill in 1958 - an incredible span of 180 years.

From 1840 Tithe map showing location of corn mill adjacent to the Talbot and early photograph of Biddulph
Corn Mill - undated

The Miller’s Tale Part I 1778 - 1817
1st September 1778
It was early autumn and John Plant was hoping that on today of all days, the sun would shine. His
eldest daughter, Sarah, was busy preparing for her special day - wearing her best blue dress and
holding a freshly gathered bouquet of hedgerow flowers; she was both excited and nervous. John too
was anxious - his daughter was only 15 years of age but was adamant that she and James were
meant to be together. James Wilcox was a good lad. He was a hard worker and had taken to the
milling business like the ducks had taken to the mill pond. For a young man of 23 years he was level
headed and John and his wife, also Sarah, liked the lad. It had been good to have him working with
him at the mill and he could see a prosperous future ahead for Sarah and James. They would have to
live with them for now but as soon as Widow Lowndes ‘vacated’ next door then Sarah & James would
have their own home.
The day went well. They walked to church and the happy couple returned in the old cart - suitably
festooned with ribbons and flowers. Sarah’s sisters Lettice and Jane had had so much fun helping to
decorate the cart. They all called in at the Talbot. They could hardly pass by as many of the locals
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date
moved on to Mill Bank for family celebrations.
That evening John sat by the mill looking up at Mill Bank. Life was good! The mill was doing well, he
had his wife Sarah, three daughters and three sons - and now a son-in-law. The move from Horton
little more than a year ago had been a positive one. He didn’t regret it. The future looked bright.
5th April 1779
Rev. Wilson called in the afternoon whilst out and about completing the ‘Survey of the Inhabitants of
Biddulph Parish’ that he had been asked to compile. John has always liked the man – he too was a
‘newcomer’ to the parish. Rev. Wilson was a likeable fellow who worked hard for his parishoners.
John gave him a bag of freshly milled flour after answering his questions on who lived at Mill Bank….
“well there’s me, John Plant, the miller, Sarah my better half, John my eldest son (14), Benjamin (6)
and Thomas (2) and daughters Lettice (12) and Jane (9). Almost forgot our Sarah (now Mrs Wilcox)
and my son-in-law James. Mind you - the total number of inhabitants is about to increase!
Next month we are to welcome baby Wilcox to the mill”.
The survey does indeed record the household as consisting of 5 males and 4 females.

Thomas
bpt.1757

Sarah
bpt.1763
marr
James Wilcox
1st Sept 1778
I
James

John
bpt 1765
bur.1779

John Plant & Sarah Bentley
Marr. 1757 Horton
I
Lettice
Jane
Benjamin
bpt.1767
bpt.1770
bpt.1773

Thomas
bpt. 1777

1st July 1779
John Plant: ‘the family have just returned from St. Lawrence. Less than 12 months ago life was so
very different. Now - all are heartbroken. Baby James Wilcox arrived in early May - Sarah was so
proud of him. But something wasn’t right. Mother fussed over both of them but Sarah didn’t get over
the birth and she left us. We buried her on the 23rd. She was only 16. Baby James left us shortly after
and we buried him on the 26th. James has returned to his family a broken man. I hope he finds
happiness again. And then, a few days ago, our John took sick. He’s gone. Buried today. I can say
nothing more’.
24th August 1796
“This is my last will and testament of me John Plant Miller of Biddulph in the County of Stafford and
first I Direct all my just debts and funeral expenses to be paid and satisfied. Also I leave my wife in
possesion of what I now enjoy and at her decease I give my two sons Benjamin Plant and Thomas
Plant all my Personalty (?) ready money and utensils of what nature or kind so ever at after the
expiration of my wife life subject to the sum of five shillings to be paid to my daughter Lettice Bailey
and also the sum of five pounds to be paid to my daughter Jane Pointon and I do hereby constitute
and appoint my two sons Benjamin Plant and Thomas Plant my executors of this my last will and
testament”
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“There...it’s done. My good friends William Armitt and Richard Myott witnessedissue,
my date
will.
lorem
All will be fine - I’ve no worries on that score. Sarah knows how to run this mill and Benjamin will be
ready to take over soon enough.
Life moved on after the deaths of Sarah and John and James, my first grandson. Lettice married
shoe maker Paul Bailey in 1784 and our Jane married 3 years later to William Pointon of Black Wood
House bank – a carpenter. They’ve made good matches. I’ve left them some money. Benjamin
married in ’93 to Judith Biddulph. He calls her ‘Jude’.....what’s wrong with Judith? They’ve got their
own little family – John and Sarah named after me and my Sarah and also named after his sister and
brother! There’s just young Thomas who remains unmarried. I wish he’d settle down”.

John Plant was buried on September 14th 1796.
Sarah Plant continued at the mill. The 1801 Survey conducted on the 10th March recorded Sarah
Plant, widow at Biddulph Mill. The household consisted of one male and one female - it seems logical
to conclude that the male was her unmarried son, Thomas.
Benjamin, with his now expanded family, was living close by at Crabtree. Although she had lost her
second daughter, Lettice Bailey, a year after the death of husband John, life had continued. Thomas
had at long last settled down with Judith Bailey – marrying in 1806. The mill looked to have a secure
future with son Benjamin - or so she thought.

John
bpt. 1794

Sarah
bpt. 1796

Benjamin Plant & Judith Biddulph
Marr. 11th February 1793 at Biddulph
I
Thomas
William
Benjamin
Richard
bpt. 1799
bpt.1801
bpt 1804
bpt. 1806

James
bpt.1809

5th July 1811
Benjamin Plant: “In the Name of God. Amen. Dated the 5th Day of July, 1811, I Benjamin Plant of
the Parish of Biddulph and County of Stafford Miller, being of perfect Mind and Memory. I give and
bequeath unto Jude my dearly loved wife for the support and maintainence of my fatherless children
and herself all my Right and Possession of the Corn Mill I now hold by Lease or otherwise from Esq
Biddulph together with all my effects contained therein, the Interest of all and every sum or sums of
money now at Interest household goods and furniture of all and every description whatsoever, cows
or cattle, all Implements and working tools and everything belonging unto me in the world for and
during the term of her natural life. But if she should depart this life before my youngest son (James)
attains the age of sixteen years then the executor to have the Power .... and meaning of this my Will
and Testament. But if she intermarries with any person, then her power of this my Will and Testament
to be null, void and and of none effect to any Right or Claim whatever and the Power then to be
invested to the Care of the sole Executer.
Richard Myott has agreed to be Executor. I know he will carry out his duties to the letter. Ive not got
long – of that I’m certain. What are we now.....5th July.....it all started at the end of February with the
death of Judith – my sister-in-law. Poor Thomas – he and Judith had only been married a few years.
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shock and then at the beginning of May, mother passed away. I know she was 74 but it was still a
shock. Then we had to get father’s will proved –trips to Cheadle and oaths to swear. We should have
done it when father died. Why did we leave it? The bad times just kept on coming – at the end of May
we buried our son Richard. He was only four. Why? And soon it will be me. I worry so much about
Jude – she’s suffered so much and I’m leaving her with six children to bring up”.

Buried on 18th July 1811 : Benjamin Plant Miller Aged 38

January 1817
Judith Plant - Miller: “I miss Benjamin - every day I miss him. I miss hearing him shout “Jude”…no
one else ever calls me Jude. It’s always, always, Judith. It’s nearly 6 years now since he died. We all
miss him.
We married a couple of days before Valentines Day 1793 at St. Lawrence. Ben was 20 and I was 19.
Twelve months later son John arrived. John has been such a godsend to me. He’s just turned 23 and
is strong and determined just like his father was. Our daughter Sarah married Thomas Ainsworth
almost two years ago and she’s living over at Gillow Heath.
Thomas is 18 now and works well with his older brother John. At 16, William is catching them up! The
youngest two – Benjamin and James keep me on my toes. We often think of Richard – he would have
been coming up to 13 now had he still been alive. I think Benjamin would have been pleased with
how I’ve coped. It was so hard at first and I relied on my brother in law Thomas to help with running
the mill. Thank goodness I had him to turn to”.
30th September 1817
Judith Plant: “ The baby is due any day. I’m 43…why have I let this happen? As if I haven’t enough
problems. I thought that 1811…the year when I lost my husband, a son, my mother-in-law and sisterin-law would never be repeated. What has this family done to deserve all this pain, all this sadness?
I wasn’t prepared for 1817.
Sister-in-law Jane Pointon visited at the end of May with her two youngest children- Mathilda and
John. She seemed well enough and very happy – but by June we were attending her funeral at
Horton. Early July, my wonderful son John took to his bed. It was so unlike him. Thomas worked hard
with his Uncle Thomas keeping the mill ticking over – then John left us and we buried him on 28th
July. It was such a hot day. At the beginning of September both my lovely boys Benjamin and William
took ill and I just knew they weren’t going to recover. I prayed and prayed so hard. But they couldn’t
stay. We buried Benjamin first on the 13th and William on the 22nd. How can this be? Why has life
been so cruel?
Will Judith find happiness again? The story of Judith Plant and her family will continue in a future
newsletter. For additional details and sources please look on our web site.
Visit www.bdghs.org.uk
Elaine Heathcote

10

